Press Release 20.07.2020 for iImmediate Release

Oily Cart presents

Faced with a future of not being able to show work in venues, Oily
Cart have devised new ways to connect with their audiences with
an ‘Uncancellable Programme’ until 2022, launching with
Doorstep Jamboree.

The Doorstep Jamboree travelling band will be popping up across London this
September on the doorsteps of families with young people labelled as having complex
needs who are still shielding.

The band will play Balkan-inspired tunes from Oily Cart’s sensory gig Jamboree. A
colourful and joyful celebration of resilience, the tour is also a protest and advocacy tool
to make sure those shielding are not invisible at this time.

Each performance will be unique and responsive to the individual family. Families who
have been nominated and selected will be able to choose from a menu of performance
activities based on their needs and preferences.

Activities include a personalised zoom performance with a song dedicated to the young
person. This is recorded and added to an album of songs from Jamboree that the family
will be sent afterwards.

Alternatively, the young person can select their favourite musician from the band to
improvise outside their house for an hour. On arrival the musician will post bespoke
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https://oilycart.org.uk/shows/jamboree/

sensory props through the letterbox, so they can jam together through the window or
letterbox.

There is also the option for the full band to visit the family in their colourful Jamboree
van, getting the whole street involved with a colourful parade and doorstep party. This
will be designed to connect the local neighbourhood and make sure the shielding family
are visible and an active part of the community.

Doorstep Jamboree is the first project in Oily Cart’s ‘Uncancellable Programme’,
developed in response to the global health crisis. Over the next 18 months, the
company will take work online, into homes and onto the streets to ensure they are
serving their community throughout this difficulty time.

Doorstep Jamboree will take place at five homes in Oily Cart’'s home borough
Wandsworth and five more throughout London. There will be a ‘pop-up’ version that will
visit the Richard House Children's Hospice as well as children’s outdoor play centres
and residential schools.

As part of this tour, Oily Cart will be releasing the Jamboree Album. This will feature
tunes that were co-created with young musicians who are non-verbal and labelled as
having complex needs through a research process which placed the Jamboree band in
specialist schools around the country.

The album has been created for everyone, enabling young people who are non-verbal
to be listened to even if they are not being seen out in public spaces.

Robyn Steward who is part of the Jamboree band and disabled activist said:

"Many kids around the UK have not been able to go out at all, this group of children
have really high support needs but are still human and have positive qualities, but when
you don’t see people it’'s easy to forget about them. It’s also vital that children who are
not able to speak are listened to through their own means of communication, which can
be subtle. Jamboree was inspired by the ideas the kids gave us which we would have
never come up with by ourselves. There’'s a whole population of young people and
adults who are not able to speak and who are having to shield, but they deserve to be
listened to its not so easy for them to communicate so we have a responsibility to
listen."

Oily Cart’s Uncancellable Programme also includes a BBC Proms at Home
collaboration, creating engaging and fully accessible online content that families can
use at home which is connected to the classical music performances.

A sensory art film for neurodivergent young people is being made in lockdown, in
collaboration with two artists who have experienced long term isolation through
disability. The company is also developing ‘Space to Be’, an ‘at home’ project which
combines sensory objects delivered to young people’s homes throughout the UK, with a
supporting online component. The activity will develop over a week as a ‘slow
performance’, with a focus on the wellbeing for the young person and their adult.

Ellie Griffiths Artistic Director of Oily Cart said:

“‘Based on many conversations with D/deaf, disabled and neurodivergent artists and
families who are still shielding, we have developed a unique artistic programme in
response to the unprecedented situation of Covid-19. Although this context throws up
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new challenges, requiring new ways of working, Oily Cart is used to ripping up the rule
book of traditional theatre to take it to places it has never been. Our mission now is to
amplify voices of young people who are non-verbal, so they become a part of the
conversation as the ‘new normal’ is being built.

This new programme is pushing us into exciting new creative territory and crucially, the
quality of our work will not be compromised. On this tour, we will make as much noise
as possible to ensure the young people and families are being heard at this time in their
communities and on a national level. Shielding should not affect anyone’s right to
creativity, their right to connection and their right to play.”

Thea McMillan, parent to young artist Greta McMillan, who has been shielding over the
last few months said: “The fear and worry has been at times overwhelming, and we are
people who are used to some very difficult situations and decisions. We know that this
has been a really hard time for everyone, but I think it is still crucial to share
experiences of families who are shielding, as this will hopefully help us as a society to
keep them involved, included, empowered, even though circumstances may remain
uncertain for them.”

Doorstep Jamboree and the accompanying album is proudly part of the We Shall Not
Be Removed campaign. This is an alliance of the UKs disabled artists and disabled-led
companies, coming together to campaign for an inclusive cultural recovery.
#WeShallNotBeRemoved

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS:
Tour dates of Doorstep Jamboree: 15 September — 11 October 2020

This show is for nominated young people (12+) labelled as having complex needs who
are shielding in Wandsworth and London.

PR representative: For interviews and further information please contact:
Binita Walia on 07734 507799 binita@thespaceinbetween.co.uk

Oily Cart Covid-19 Statement https://oilycart.org.uk/resources/being-alongside/

Images of Jamboree: Credit Suzi Corker
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oilycart/albums/72157712913735512

Links

o Oily Cart Jamboree web page (relating to the original show)
e Click here for the Trailer of the original show
e Sensory Sessions inspired by the show, for use at home or in school

Robyn Steward (She/her)

Autism Trainer and Consultant. Author Artist and Musician and Robyn's Rocket Captain. Winner
of the outstanding achievement by an individual on the autism spectrum in the NAS professional
awards 2015. Named in the power 100 list 2018. Named on the autism and learning disability
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leaders list 2019. Presenter BBC podcast ‘1800 Seconds on Autism’ was nominated for Best
podcast in BBC’s Radio & Music awards 2019.

www.robynsteward.com

Musicians: Dunja Botic, Aaron Diaz, Daniel Gouly, Robyn Steward

Hosts: Griff Fender, Mark Foster

Lead Artist: Ellie Griffiths

Music Director & Co-composer: Max Reinhardt

Co-composers: Jovana Backovic, Aaron Diaz, Daniel Gouly, Robyn Steward
With Sound Design contributions from: Daniel Gouly

Thank you to all the student musicians and staff at Linden Lodge School
Designer: Flavio Graff

Lighting Designer: Andy Hamer

Choreographer: Genevieve Say

Dramaturg: Rhiannon Armstrong

About Oily Cart Since 1981 Oily Cart has been taking its pioneering form of sensory theatre to
children and young people in arts venues across the UK. Challenging accepted definitions of
theatre and audience, they create innovative, multi-sensory and highly interactive productions
for all children and young people, centering those labelled as having complex needs.

Using hydro-therapy pools and trampolines, live music and sound design, aromatherapy,
projection, and puppetry together with a vast array of sensory techniques, Oily Cart creates
original and highly inclusive theatre for all young audiences.

www.oilycart.org.uk

Registered in England & Wales No 2535040  Registered Charity No 1000799

Supported using public funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council England.

With thanks to the following organisations for their generous support:

BBC Children in Need, Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Garfield Weston Foundation, The
Goldsmiths’ Company Charity, The Hedley Foundation, The Leathersellers’ Company
Charitable Fund, The Sobell Foundation, Taurus Foundation, Wandsworth Council
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